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Fatamorganas of hope, and hideous big Bugbears blotting-out the sun: of these, few men ever had more than Friedrich at this time. And he is careful, none carefuler, not to neglect his Diplomacies at any time;—though he knows, better than most, that good fighting of his own is what alone can determine the value of these contingent and aerial quantities, —mere Lapland witchcraft the greater part of them.
A second grand Intricacy and difficulty, still more enigmatic, and pressing the tighter by its close neighbourhood, was that with the Saxons. ' Are the Saxons enemies; are they friends? Neutrals at lowest; bound by Treaty to lend Austria troops ; but to lend for defence merely, not for offence! Could not one, by good methods, make friends with his Polish Majesty?1 Friedrich was far from suspecting the rages that lurked in the Polish Majesty, and least of all owing to what. Owing to that old Moravian-Foray business ; and to his, Fried rich's, behaviour to the Saxons in it; excellent Saxons, who had behaved so beautifully to Friedrich ! That is the sad fact, however. Stupid Polish Majesty has his natural envies, jealousies, of a Brandenburg waxing over his head at this rate. But it appears, the Moravian Foray entered for a great deal into the account, and was the final overwhelming item. Briihl, by much descanting on that famous Expedition,—with such candid Eyewitnesses to appeal to, such corroborative Staff-officers and appliances, powerful on the idle heart and weak brain of a Polish Majesty,—has brought it so far. Fixed indignation, for intolerable usage, especially in that Moravian-Foray time: fixed; not very malignant, but altogether obstinate (as, I am told, that of the pacific sheep species usually is); which carried Bii'ihl and his Polish Majesty to extraordinary heights and depths in years coming! But that will deserve a section to itself by and by.
A third difficulty, privately more stringent than any, is that of Finance. The expenses of the late Bohemian Expedition, ' Friedrich's Army costing 75,000/. a month,' have been